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KALAMAZOO AREA TRANSPORTATION STUDY 
 

TECHNICAL COMMITTEE MEETING 
MINUTES DECEMBER 8, 2022 - 9:30 A.M. 

 

CALL TO ORDER  
The December 8, 2022 Technical Committee Meeting was called to order at 9:30 a.m. at Kalamazoo 
Metro, by Chair Minkus. 

ROLL CALL 

Meeting attendance was recorded on the sign-in sheet. Introductions were made by all present. 

MEMBERS PRESENT 
Christina Anderson City of Kalamazoo 
Mickey Bittner Village of Paw Paw (Wightman & Associates) 
Heather Bowden Michigan Department of Transportation, Statewide Planning 
Kerry DenBraber Michigan Department of Transportation, TSC 
Zac Culbert Village of Schoolcraft (Prein & Newhof) 
Eric Feldt City of Portage 
Rachael Grover Kalamazoo County 
Kendra Gwin City of Portage 
Jeff Heppler Village of Augusta 
Jim Hoekstra Road Commission of Kalamazoo County 
Joel Hoort Van Buren County Road Commission 
Anna Horner Oshtemo Township 
Lisa Imus Village of Lawton 
John Lovely Texas Township 
Ryan Minkus, Chair Road Commission of Kalamazoo County 
Jesse Okeley City of Kalamazoo 
Tom Palumbo City of Kalamazoo 
Kathy Schultz Central County Transportation Authority 
Pratik Sharma City of Portage 
Paul Sotherland KATS Citizens Advisory Committee 
Jodi Stefforia, Vice-Chair Comstock Township 
Nancy Stoddard City of Parchment 
Greg Vlietstra Kalamazoo County Transportation Authority 
George Waring City of Kalamazoo 

    
OTHERS PRESENT 
Phil Doorlag Wightman & Associates 
Martin Janssen Kalamazoo County Transportation Authority 
Iris Lubbert Oshtemo Township 
Fred Nagler Kalamazoo Area Transportation Study 
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Elizabeth Rumick Kalamazoo Area Transportation Study 
Hailey Savola ROWE 
Steve Stepek, AICP Kalamazoo Area Transportation Study 
Ali Townsend Kalamazoo Area Transportation Study 

CHANGES OR ADDITIONS TO THE AGENDA  
There were no changes or additions to the agenda. 

APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA  
Schultz moved, and it was duly seconded by Hoekstra, “to approve the agenda of the December 8, 
2022 Technical Committee Meeting.” MOTION CARRIED. 

MINUTES FROM THE NOVEMBER 10, 2022 MEETING 
Gwin moved, and it was duly seconded by Schultz, “to approve the minutes from the November 
10, 2022 Technical Committee Meeting.”  MOTION CARRIED. 

POLICY COMMITTEE REPORT  
Stepek reported on behalf of the Policy Committee that the November meeting was cancelled. The 
next meeting will be held on December 21, 2022. 

PUBLIC COMMENTS   

Sotherland questioned the recent installation of sharrows on M-343 from Riverview Drive to Sprinkle 
Road. Some of the sharrows were created by grounding out pavement making a rough ride. Plus, 
bicycling on M-343 would be very dangerous. Placing sharrows on M-343 give them a worse 
reputation than they already have. Can they or should they be removed or what can we or should we 
do? Noting there were no Michigan Department of Transportation (MDOT) staff in attendance, Minkus 
suggested ensuring MDOT staff are invited to the next quarterly Non-Motorized Subcommittee 
meeting where this topic could be discussed and addressed. 
 
Janssen pointed out driver confusion about the new bike lane on North Pitcher Road through 
downtown Kalamazoo. When traveling southbound on Pitcher, turning right, or west on Kalamazoo 
Avenue, the far-right lane is now marked as a bike lane, but vehicles continue to enter this lane to 
turn right. 
 
FY 2023-2026 TRANSPORTATION IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM AMENDMENTS  

Stepek reported the new amendment sheet is available at the door. Stepek stated the City of Portage 
has a change to their earmark project. There are also transit, rural, and other project changes. Minkus 
added the Road Commission of Kalamazoo County projects were approved at the Rural Task Force 
meeting. 

Hoekstra moved, and it was duly seconded by Feldt, “to approve the FY 2023-2026 Transportation 
Improvement Program Amendments.” MOTION CARRIED. 

DRAKE ROAD CORRIDOR DISCUSSION  

Stepek stated Horner expressed interest in presenting the idea of getting a group together regarding 
upcoming Oshtemo Township Drake Road corridor. Horner continued; recent news reports identified 
the ten most dangerous intersections in Kalamazoo County. Drake Road has three of them. This 
information along with additional development planned for the area would further strain safety. 
Oshtemo Township has fielded inquiries from elected representatives and the public on this topic. 
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Oshtemo is prioritizing, as part of its master plan update in 2023, to have a heavy transportation 
focus. To ensure the issues are addressed, Horner would like volunteers to form an ad hoc group to 
discuss and further communicate about the Drake Road corridor. The group would meet in the first 
quarter of 2023. Reach out to Horner if you are interested. In response to Schultz’s inquiry of a status 
update on the non-motorized path between K L Avenue and Stadium Drive, Horner responded 
progress is a priority for Oshtemo Township. Discussions are underway with the Michigan 
Department of Transportation Office of Rail. The township has a Transportation Alternatives Program 
grant slated for 2024 for the project. Discussion ensued on challenges with pedestrian crossings 
across Amtrak railroad tracks. Minkus summarized interested parties in the Drake Road corridor 
group reach out to Horner. 

TECHNICAL COMMITTEE BYLAW REVIEW 

Referring to the bylaws included in the meeting packet and available on the katsmpo.org website, 
Stepek reported the bylaws have not been updated or reviewed in a decade. After your review, let 
Stepek or Minkus know of any comments or feedback.  

CONTRIBUTED SERVICE TIME SHEET 

Stepek updated that Kalamazoo Area Transportation Study (KATS) appreciates receiving agency 
time sheets pertaining to the new fiscal year 2023 beginning October 1, 2022. However, they are not 
the updated version discussed at the November meeting. The new time sheet is included in the 
meeting materials and is also available on the katsmpo.org website at Committees/Time Reporting. 
This is also a reminder to continue to fill out and turn in timesheets. Let staff know if you cannot find 
the new form.  

PUBLIC TRANSPORTATION UPDATES 

Schultz reiterated Metro’s Comprehensive Operations Analysis (COA) is moving toward the 
recommendation phase. On December 12, 2022 at 11:30 a.m., the consultant will present findings at 
the public board meeting. Public meetings are scheduled on December 12, 2022 at 3:00 p.m. and 
6:00 p.m. An abundance of public comment is anticipated. Schultz reminds bus drivers, the public, 
and the community that this is a road map. The proposed changes to routes, bus stops, and 
microtransit will be gradually phased in potentially over several years with continued outreach. Early 
in 2023, Metro Staff will begin to develop an implementation plan for the recommendations. A 
stakeholder meeting will take place on December 13, 2022 at 9:00 a.m. This will be a working group 
of business owners, non-profits, social agencies, and township officials. If you would like to attend but 
did not receive an invitation, let Schultz know. Reach out to Schultz if you would like her to discuss 
changes with staff, groups, individuals, or jurisdictions. Schultz plans to make a presentation at the 
January Technical Committee meeting. 

STATUS REPORTS   

ROADS-  

Horner reported Oshtemo Township is moving forward with eight miles of Phase one of the sewer 
project.  

Heppler reported the Village of Augusta is looking forward to next years extensive water main 
replacement project on the southside of the village. Several roads will be taken out to install the new 
water mains, with new roads installed on top. Plans are underway for the 2024 bridge project. 

Waring reported the City of Kalamazoo Patterson bridge deck rehab replacement project is slated for 
the end of February. The city is in winter maintenance mode. Signs are being finished up on Whites 
Road and Westnedge Avenue. Engagement continues on the Kalamazoo Avenue project. Other 
projects are in design preparing for going out for bid. 
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Hoekstra reported the Road Commission of Kalamazoo County (RCKC) Sprinkle Road and I-94 
project came in at 5% under estimates. A couple projects will be in the January letting. Tree work is 
being completed at 12th Street and 24th Street. 2024 projects are under design. 

DenBraber provided an update on the Michigan Department of Transportation (MDOT) I-94 Portage 
Road project. Current configurations are expected to remain the same over winter. The US-131 
Schoolcraft mill and overlay project will be in the February letting. 

Imus reported the Village of Lawton has been working the with the Michigan Department of 
Transportation (MDOT) for three years on the M-40 milling project. It was let at the beginning of 
November and came in 9.99 percent over. Construction on this project will begin in early spring. 
Street scape and utility work is scheduled for 2024.  

LAND USE/PLANNING AND ZONING- 

Stefforia reported Comstock Township continues to face challenges widely reported in local news 
with Soil Friends Hard Cider Company. A Deputy will be present at tonight’s Planning Commission 
meeting. 

Lubbert reported Oshtemo Township is facing potential rezoning of the Prairies Golf Club off West 
Main Street to be turned into a commercial and multi-family residential area. Pressure is being 
received from all directions. Master plan updates are being carefully considered. A special Planning 
Commission meeting is being held tonight. Any changes would not take place until spring of 2023 at 
the earliest. 

Anderson reported the City of Kalamazoo will be releasing its commercial rezoning map by the end of 
the year as all commercial zoning districts in the city have been updated. The city is seeking to hire 
an assistant city planner. 

Grover reported Kalamazoo County is receiving lots of calls from people on Pictometry. Most people 
need to perform a hard refresh on their browser to access the updated aerials. Reach out to Grover if 
you or your agency would like to receive Pictometry training next year. 

Bowden from Michigan Department of Transportation (MDOT) reported Brian Stark will start 
December 12, 2022 as the new Rural Task Force coordinator. 

NEW BUSINESS 
Stepek reminded attendees of the invitation to breakfast prior to the 9:00 a.m. Kalamazoo Area 
Transportation Study Policy Committee meeting on December 21, 2022. 

PUBLIC COMMENTS 
Janssen expressed appreciation for the opening of Sprinkle Road.  

 ADJOURNMENT 

The meeting adjourned at 10:04 a.m.  

 

The next meeting of the Kalamazoo Area Transportation Study Technical Committee will be held on 
Thursday, January 12, 2023 at 9:30 a.m. 

 

 
Approved 1/12/23 (er) 


