
 KALAMAZOO AREA TRANSPORTATION STUDY 
 

TECHNICAL COMMITTEE MEETING 
MINUTES JUNE 13, 2019  

 
 
 
 

CALL TO ORDER  

The June 13, 2019 Technical Committee Meeting was called to order at 9:07 a.m. by Jon Start.  
Mark Worden was acting Chair due to the Chair and Vice Chair being absent.  

ROLL CALL 

 The sign in sheet was circulated during the meeting. Introductions were made by those present. 

MEMBERS PRESENT 

Muhammad Arif   City of Portage 
Eric Arnsman   City of Kalamazoo 
Mickey Bittner   Village of Paw Paw 
Greg Brucks   Van Buren County Road Commission 
Ben  Clark    Oshtemo Township 
Tony Dacoba   Van Buren Public Transit 
Steve Deilser   Texas Township 
Bobby Durkee   City of Kalamazoo 
Jeff  Franklin   MDOT, Statewide Planning 
Kendra Gwin   City of Portage 
Todd Hackenberg   Village of Lawton 
Jeff  Heppler   Village of Augusta 
Lotta Jarnefelt   Kalamazoo County   
Anthony Ladd   City of Kalamazoo 
Jodie Lynch    Central County Transportation Authority 
Jim Meyers    Village of Vicksburg 
Ryan Minkus   Road Commission of Kalamazoo County 
Michelle O'Neil   MDOT, TSC 
Abhishek Prodduturi  City of Kalamazoo 
Ryan Russell   Village of Schoolcraft 
Brian Sanada   MDOT, Region 
Greg Vilestra   Kalamazoo County Transportation Authority 
Mark Worden   Road Commission of Kalamazoo County 
 
MEMBERS ABSENT 
 
Tom Anthony   Village of Mattawan 
Bill Bresson   City of Galesburg 
Chris Forth    City of Portage 
Dexter Mitchel   Kalamazoo Township 
Jodi Stefforia   Comstock Township 
Nancy Stoddard   City of Parchment 
 
OTHERS PRESENT 
 
Philip Doorlag   Wightman & Associates 
Larry Hummel   Hubble Roth & Clark 
Colten Huston   Oshtemo Township 



Megan Mickelson   KATS 
Fred Nagler    KATS 
Hailey Savola   Hubble Roth & Clark 
Jon Start    KATS 
 
CHANGES OR ADDITIONS TO THE AGENDA  

 No changes or additions to the agenda were made.  

APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA  

MOTION by Heppler, SECOND by Minkus, “to approve the June 13, 2019 Technical Committee 
Agenda.”  MOTION APPROVED.  

MINUTES FROM THE MAY 9, 2019 MEETING 

Jarnefelt noted that the County identified the US-131 full interchange proposal as a top priority in 
the resolution that was passed on May 7, 2019.   

Minkus noted Under KATS ADMINISTRATIVE POLICES & PROCEDURES DOCUMENT 
RECOMMENDATION FOR ADOPTION: Prior to the motion for the item, Minkus wanted to add 
the following: "Minkus had questions/comments regarding the policies already adopted by the 
KATS Policy Committee requiring contacting property owners when doing a safety project." 

MOTION by Heppler, SECOND by Dacoba, “to approve the minutes from the May 9, 2019 
Technical Committee Meeting as corrected.”  MOTION APPROVED.  

POLICY COMMITTEE REPORT  

Start noted that the Policy Committee took action to approve the recommendations on the FY 20-
23 TIP and the FY 2020 UPWP. There was a presentation from the City of Kalamazoo Deputy 
Manager Chamberlain discussing the turnover roads and the planning for future changes to those 
roads. Kalamazoo is the center of our system in KATS region. There will be updates monthly to 
report to Policy on what is occurring with the turnover. Finalizing the contract with the consultant 
to continue the PEL study that MDOT started on those particular corridors. Don’t expect an 
immediate changes to the new City roads.  

The KATS Administrative Policies and Procedures document was discussed briefly at Policy 
Committee.  For safety projects, contacting property owners appears to be a best practice, not a 
policy.  There will be future discussion on how to avoid public participation holes when there is a 
delay on when KATS takes action on projects and when the agency starts doing the work.  

CITIZENS’ COMMENTS  

Larry Hummel was not absent at the last meeting, as he was no longer working at the Van Buren 
County Road Commission.  

FY 2017-2020 TRANSPORTATION IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM AMENDMENTS  

Start noted two amendments for the TIP.  One being a CCTA operating assistance job for rural 
operating and a MDOT pre-engineering phase for pavement markings.  The MDOT project is a 
JobNet housekeeping item, the phase needed to be abandoned due to the phase needing to be a 
separate item.  

O’Neil mentioned the jurisdictional transfer is causing issues in JobNet where the current project 
have the wrong agency associated with the projects.  There will need to be an administrative 
change once those changes can be made. 



 Start mentioned there are two reliable sources stating that FTA has issues with seeing the non-
federal funding in JobNet and will not approve transit jobs. KATS may have to separate out the 
different sources of funding which will need to be an amendment through both committees.  
KATS will follow up once the information is confirmed.  

MOTION by Heppler, SECOND by Minkus, “to approve the FY 2017-2020 Transportation 
Improvement Program Amendments.”  MOTION APPROVED.  

DRAFT KATS ADMINISTRATIVE POLICIES & PROCEDURES DOCUMENT  

Started noted the concerns from the Road Commission of Kalamazoo County regarding the 
procedure to contact fronted properties on federal projects before KATS takes action on it and 
noted that those concerns were expressed in a letter from Minkus and was included with today’s 
meeting materials.  There was a delay in notifying property owners causing an uproar among 
those property owners. Policy Committee did not appreciate the situation. RCKC said they had 
contacted property owners did efforts up front for making applications for a safety program but 
has fallen to the wayside in recent years. The purpose of this item on the agenda is to discuss 
how to inform the public of projects. KATS is so far ahead on projects, public involvement will be 
forgotten by the time projects will actually be done.  

After much discussion by the Policy Committee, a subcommittee was formed for the KATS 
Administrative Policies and Procedures Document regarding Public Engagement.  Minkus 
volunteered to chair the subcommittee.  An email from KATS will be sent out to coordinate the 
subcommittee next week.  

PUBLIC TRANSPORTATION UPDATES   

Lynch reported for Metro.  Youth Mobility Project will begin with 360 students who are port of the 
KRESA MyCity program will be staring to ride the bus for free starting June 24 through August.  
This program is funded by the Foundation for Excellence and students will be able to ride for free 
7 days a week to wherever they want to travel. Students with the four high schools in Kalamazoo 
Public Schools will receive their ID cards at registration in August.  With the new school ID, they 
ride for free as well by tapping the fare box and showing the ID to the driver.  Metro and the City 
of Kalamazoo will be discussing the future of the pilot program later in the fall to look at a possible 
extension.   

Lynch also gave an update on the Bus Stop Sign project.  Mockups of the bus stop signs are 
being fabricated to gather community input.  The new signs will include information on bus stop 
ID, the routes the stop serves and how to text to find out when the next bus will be arriving.  Kathy 
is working with Rathco to develop the scope of the pilot project on four routes and will be 
contacting the road agencies soon to discuss moving forward with what changes will need to be 
made with the bus stops currently on the street.  The four final routes include West Main, East 
Main, Westnedge, and Centre.  Staff is also working to determine additional stops for shelters as 
well as locations for benches in the community.  If there are locations where agencies feel a 
bench should be placed, please let Kathy Schultz know.  Benches and shelter pad updates will 
occur as part of the HUD funding from the City of Kalamazoo. 

Arnsman and O’Neil expressed concern that the local road agencies had not approved the new 
bus stop signs for compliance.  It was expressed that there should be further discussion between 
Metro and the road agencies regarding the signs before they are placed in the community for 
public input.  

STATUS REPORTS   

ROADS –  

Updates were given by MDOT, City of Kalamazoo, City of Portage, Village of Augusta, and 
Oshtemo Township.   



O’Neil reported the paving on US-131 is at night and all the ramps are done.  On the 24th of June, 
the paving on Stadium Drive will occur.  HMA work on Kings Highway will begin in late June or 
early July.  Stadium Drive sidewalks are back open.  There will be a public input session in 
Oshtemo on Wednesday, June 19 from 4-6 p.m. for a visioning study for the corridor looking to 
seek out short and long term opportunities for funding.  Construction on M-43 in Oshtemo 
Township will start at Drake and go just past 9th Street.  

RCKC Non-motorized:  
• Drake Road Trail:  Phase 1 is nearing completion. 
• Kalamazoo County Parks River Valley Trail, Final plan turn-in within the next week. 

 
RCKC Road Updates: 

• KL Avenue from 11th Street to Drake Road:  2018 Project – Open to traffic. 
• D Avenue from Rolling Meadows Drive to Douglas Avenue & D Avenue from 17th Street to 

Riverview Drive:  Scheduled start 6/21. 
• Riverview Drive from G Avenue to Mt. Olivet.  Roadwork, signals and sanitary sewer.  Scheduled 

to start 6/24. 
• 8th Street from R Avenue to S Avenue:  Final plan turn Monday for 2020 construction. 
• 2020: G Avenue from 2nd Street to 6th Street. Survey on process 
• 2020: Local Bridge Program (29th St, 35th St, 9th St, Portage Rd) Preventive Maintenance 

projects.  Inspections complete, plan development in progress. 
• 2020: Drake Road from Parkview to M-43.  Signals/Road work.  Preliminary plan review 

underway. 
• 2020: S Avenue from 34th Street to 36th Street.  Preliminary plan review underway. 

 
RCKC Other Updates: 

• Chip Seal has started:  ±4% of 175 miles complete 
• RCKC events: 

• What’s new with Wireless, Telecommunications and Video Service Facilities in the Right-
of-Way?: 6/19 @ 8:30 AM 

• RCKC 110 Year Anniversary Open House.  Tentatively in October, watch for more 
details. 

 

City of Portage 

Beginning Monday, June 17th, the westbound curb lane on West Milham Avenue will be closed 
from Oakland Drive to Utah Avenue to begin work on the westbound right turn lane at 
Constitution Boulevard to the Portage Northern school campus. 

Construction of the new water main continues on Romence Road from Oakland Drive to 
Constitution Boulevard and is approximately 90% complete. Water main services began June 
12th. The contractor is planning to have water main completed on Monday, June 17th. 

Water main installation continues on Idaho Avenue from Oregon Avenue to South Westnedge 
Avenue and is approximately 90% complete. Work on the storm sewer installation is underway. 

All underground utility work is complete on the Portage Road, Lakeview Avenue Intersection 
realignment. The contractor is grading the realigned Lakeview Drive and Lakeview Court and has 
started pouring curb and gutter and installing the retaining wall. 

Lovers Lane has been reduced to one lane in each direction from East Centre Avenue to East 
Milham Avenue for milling and paving operations. 

Construction on Zylman Avenue is set to begin on June 15th.  The project includes installing a 
roundabout at the intersection of Cox’s Drive, a boulevard road section with curb and gutter and 
storm sewer and a bike path on the north side from Cox’s Drive to South Sprinkle Road, 



replacement of the sanitary sewer force main and water main from Portage Road to the lift 
station, pavement milling and resurfacing from Portage Road to Cox’s Drive. 

Sanada noted there is a Non-Motorized and Pedestrian meeting being held this afternoon at 1:30 
p.m. located at the MDOT TSC.  MDOT is currently updating the Non-Motorized guide and there 
will be a Kalamazoo County community engagement session on June 24th from 7-9 p.m. and the 
Kalamazoo County Expo Center.   

Arnsman reported on the Water Street and Pitcher Street, along with West Michigan and Howard 
Street water and sewer projects are happening soon. Portage Street GI review from Stockbridge 
to Michigan occurred two weeks ago with no additional changes.  Oakland Street from Howard to 
Parkview project is scheduled for 2020 with public engagement already done.  

Heppler mentioned the Village of Augusta is partnering with RCKC to do a large project in front of 
the high school with minor delays.  The rail crossing at Van Buren Street and Webster is being 
discussed with local businesses to talk about safety projects.  

Clark noted the township established a West Main corridor improvement authority for West Main 
west of Drake Road and got approval to move forward in May.   

LAND USE/PLANNING AND ZONING -  

Jarnefelt gave an update on the webmap that was created using ArcGIS online in cooperation 
with the RCKC and local governments to gather information on road, water, sewer and utility 
projects.  The group continues to work on the webmap and requesting that those who have an 
ESRI user to give that username information to Lotta to gain shared access to the webmap.  
Agencies can buy named user designation for $500 a year to get access to the ESRI application 
and it would also provide opportunities to other mapping functions.  Contact Lotta or Chris at 
County Planning for more information.  

Deisler from Texas Township reported that the township hired consultants to update the Master 
Plan.  Focus areas of the plan will include I-94 at 9th Street, the Central Business District at 8th 
and Q Avenue, may even go all the way to Q and 12th.  Sidewalks will be going in soon on the 
east side of Bridge Street to connect the area to the new sidewalks that already exist.  

The City of Kalamazoo has a natural overlay district that entails development criteria to protect 
natural resources through buffers and the city is looking to do further mapping and analysis.  
Feedback on the areas of natural sensitivity that were missed in the previous overlays.  Natural 
Features Protection does have storm water references.  

NEW BUSINESS 
 

Start reported on the two summits that were held yesterday as part of a statewide effort to get all 
asset management agencies to being communication and planning collaboratively in the future. 
There will be a similar summit in the fall as part of the next steps.  More summits are being done 
in other areas of the state.  Contact Jon for more information.  
Grace has announced her resignation and will be starting a new job in mid-August.  The job 
opening at KATS has been posted and interviews will be occurring in a couple weeks.  
KATS highly encourages agencies to provide written status reports for inclusion in the meeting 
minutes.   
 

ADJOURNMENT  
 

There being no other business, the June Technical Committee Meeting was adjourned at 10:19 
a.m. by acting Chair Worden.  

The next meeting of the Kalamazoo Area Transportation Study Technical Committee will be held on 
Thursday, August 8, 2019 at 9:00 a.m. Metro, 530 N. Rose Street.  


