
KALAMAZOO AREA TRANSPORTATION STUDY 
TECHNICAL COMMITTEE

MEETING OF AUGUST 12, 2012

The August meeting of the Kalamazoo Area Transportation Study Technical Committee was called to
order at 9:00 a.m. at the Kalamazoo County Road Commission lower level conference room.  Meeting
attendance was recorded on the sign-in sheet.

MEMBERS PRESENT

Chris Barnes (Chair), Muhammad Arif, Andrea Augustine, John Byrnes, Dennis Durham, Rick
Fowler, Darrell Harden, Jim Hoekstra, Libby Heiny-Cogswell, Tom Hohm, Lotta Jarnefelt, Dan
Lewis, Fred Nagler, Louie Ramos, Bill Schomisch, Steve Skalski, and Mike West.

MEMBERS ABSENT

Sean McBride

OTHERS PRESENT

Rob Maffeo, Michael Schwartz, Kathy Schultz, Steve Stepek, and Jon Start.

MINUTES OF THE JULY 12, 2012 MEETING

MOTION by Nagler, SUPPORT by Augustine, “to approve the minutes from the July 12, 2012
meeting.”  Motion approved.

POLICY COMMITTEE REPORT

Jon Start reported on the July 25 Policy Committee meeting.  The committee approved a number of
amendments to the FY 2011 - 2014 Transportation Improvement Program and the Road Commission’s
High Risk Rural Roads application resolution.  They also took action on several Transition Subcommittee
recommendations.  Their next meeting is August 29 at 9:00 a.m.

CITIZENS’ COMMENTS  - None

CHANGES OR ADDITIONS TO THE AGENDA

Staff requested a discussion on the traffic count website.  This will be discussed under Other New
Business.
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APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA

MOTION by Nagler, SUPPORT by Skalski, “to approve the agenda for the August 9, 2012 Technical
Committee meeting with the above stated item.”  Motion approved.

TECHNICAL COMMITTEE BYLAWS

A copy of the draft Technical Committee Bylaws was provided to the Technical Committee at their July
meeting.  Key points of discussion by the committee included:

• Van Buren County Public Transportation representation will need to be added to the voting
membership under Appendix B.  The voting membership includes the Van Buren County Road
Commission.

• Appendix C should list MDOT Statewide Modeling Unit as a non-voting member since a
representative is actively attending Technical Committee meetings.

• The Kalamazoo County Road Commission will have 2 votes compared to the 3 votes they had
under the previous bylaws.  The reason for the change was due to a recommendation by the
Managing Director.  

• When Kalamazoo Metro Transit and the Kalamazoo County Transportation Authority (KCTA)
become one agency, they will have one vote instead of the two listed presently.

• Under Article II, Section 5, the wording, “for each 20,000 population or portion thereof within
the Study Area” be struck from the bylaws since under Appendix A, the voting membership is
identified for those over those agencies with 20,000 or more population.  Currently that includes
the City of Kalamazoo and City of Portage.

No other comments were made by the committee. 

MOTION by Jarnefelt, SUPPORT by Augustine, “to adopt the updated Technical Committee Bylaws
with the above state changes.”  Motion approved.

CONGESTION MITIGATION PROCESS

Steve Stepek announced that the Congestion Mitigation Process needs to be updated in the next 18
months.  He will be setting up a meeting with several committee members to begin developing the
document. 

KATS STUDY AREA EXPANSION

Staff reminded the Technical Committee that the KATS Study Area Expansion that includes portions of
Van Buren County will need to be adopted by the committees in the upcoming month.  A map of the
study area was provided at a previous meeting.  Jon Start reported that he met with the Van Buren County
townships and other representatives to introduce them to KATS.
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FEDERAL TRANSIT ADMINISTRATION FUNDING LETTER

A copy of a letter from the Federal Transit Administration to Kalamazoo Metro Transit was provided to
the Technical Committee for their information.  Since Kalamazoo had a change in the urbanized area,
there will need to be an adjustment to the Federal transit funds coming to Kalamazoo and the distribution
between the urban and rural areas.  Staff has met with Kalamazoo Metro Transit and the Kalamazoo
County Transportation Authority (KCTA) to develop a list of questions regarding the funding changes. 
This change will also impact Van Buren Public Transit.  More updates will be provided in the upcoming
months.

TRANSPORTATION ENHANCEMENT PROGRAM CHANGES

Due to changes in MAP-21 legislation, the Transportation Enhancement funds are no longer part of a
separate program.  The funding amount is smaller and the MPOs will be prioritizing how the funds will
be spent.  Fifty percent of the State’s allocation will go to the MPOs based on population.  Darrell Harden
noted that the State DOTs are not eligible for Enhancement funds under the new bill.  A question was
asked about the Kalamazoo River Valley Trailway and the additional segments that have conditional
approval.  Currently, MDOT does not have guidance as to the status of these conditional approvals.

PUBLIC TRANSPORTATION UPDATE

Bill Schomisch announced that Kalamazoo Metro Transit will be asking for a .06 mil request on the
November, 2012 ballot for the City of Kalamazoo service area.  He noted that Carmine Lewis and Tony
Givhan have retired from Metro Transit.  New staff members have been hired.  The ITS project is
continuing and will be fully implemented by the end of the year.  

The Kalamazoo County Transportation Authority (KCTA) will be looking at a millage renewal in 2013. 
The KCTA and the City of Kalamazoo continue to work towards one authority over the transit systems.

STATUS REPORTS

Dan Lewis reported that the Village of Vicksburg’s project on West Highway is in the September letting.
The G Avenue project is under construction, and the River Reach Boulevard project is in the process of
obligation.

Fred Nagler reported that the City of Kalamazoo’s Burdick and Millcork projects are complete.  The Cork
Street corridor is under construction.  Plans are being finalized for Ransom and Gull.  

Tom Hohm reported that the Kalamazoo River Valley Trailway project is progressing.  The River Street
bridge is continuing as well.  Bids will be open in August for the Douglas Avenue at G Avenue project. 
Nichols Road from Ravine to Barney will be paved this fall.  Culvert work continues on 23rd Street and
34th Street.  An overlay is scheduled for Drake Road in September.  
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Louis Ramos reported that MDOT will be working on the railroad crossings downtown starting
September 7.  Kalamazoo Avenue will be closed with a detour from Harrison Street to Ransom Street. 
Signal work is being completed on Park Street and Kalamazoo Avenue.  A milling and paving project will
be done on M-43/Kalamazoo Avenue at Douglas this fall.

Chris Barnes reported that the City of Portage has completed the major street program for 2012.  They
will be working on the Kilgore Road Bridge at Portage Creek in 2013.  Romence Road from Portage to
Centre is at MDOT for obligation.

Andrea Augustine reported that the City of Kalamazoo Planning Department has been involved in the
Kalamazoo College rezoning, which was approved recently by the City Commission, and the food truck
ordinance.  A financing package is moving forward for improvements to East Campus.  Site plan review
is being completed for the Arcadia Brewing Company’s new facility downtown.

Libby Heiny-Cogswell reported that Oshtemo Township has been involved in various meetings regarding
the US-131 at Stadium Drive and at West Main Street improvements.  

Lotta Jarnefelt reported that Kalamazoo County Planning has been working to reorganize the Southcentral
Michigan Planning Council (SMPC), which includes Kalamazoo, St. Joseph, Barry, Branch, and Calhoun
counties.  MDOT is working with the county on this reorganization effort that has involved KATS staff. 
Getting the council reorganized will allow for the counties to apply for economic development funds. 
Lotta also reported that a $250,000 economic development loan was approved for a orchid production
plant at Midlink Business Park.  The new business will add 80 jobs.    

Darrell Harden reported that the Complete Streets Policy was approved by the State Transportation
Commission.  It will need to be implemented by December 2013.  Draft model policy language is going
to be developed by MDOT.

OTHER NEW BUSINESS

Steve Stepek asked the Technical Committee about their thoughts of having the traffic count website
show more data besides traffic counts.  Currently the site shows Average Daily Traffic counts but other
data is being collected.  KATS has also been approached by the Battle Creek Area Transportation Study
about adding Calhoun County to the site with traffic count information.

ADJOURNMENT

There being no further business, Chairperson Barnes adjourned the meeting at 10:38 a.m.


