
KALAMAZOO AREA TRANSPORTATION STUDY POLICY COMMITTEE MEETING 
Draft Minutes for December 21, 2016 

 

CALL TO ORDER 

The December meeting of the KATS Policy Committee was called to order at 9:00 a.m. at Kalamazoo 
Metro Transit by Treasurer Sorensen. Sorensen reported he would be chairing the meeting on behalf of 
Chair Ulsh. 

INTRODUCTIONS 

ROLL CALL  

Meeting attendance was recorded on the sign-in sheet. 

Members Present 
 
David Anderson   City of Kalamazoo 
Robert Britigan   City of Parchment 
Brenda Deruyscher  Village of Mattawan 
Marsha Drouin   Richland Township 
Paul Dykstra, Vice-chair  Ross Township 
Deb Everett   Oshtemo Township 
Rick Fowler    Michigan Department of Transportation Lansing 
Jeff Heppler   Village of Augusta 
John Hinkle   Texas Township 
Greg Kinney   Van Buren County Road Commission 
Michele McGowen  KATS Citizen Advisory Committee  
Carl Newton   City of Galesburg 
Larry Nielsen   Village of Paw Paw 
Ann Nieuwenhuis  Central County Transportation Authority 
Michelle O’Neill   Michigan Department of Transportation Kalamazoo TSC 
Claudette Ried   City of Portage 
Ron Reid   Kalamazoo Township 
Jeff Sorensen, Treasurer Cooper Township 
Randy Smith   Brady Township 
Ronald Smith   Village of Vicksburg  
Bill Van Tassel   Almena Township 
Linda Teeter   Kalamazoo County Transportation Authority  
Randy L. Thompson  Comstock Township 
Don Ulsh, Chairperson   Schoolcraft Township  
Bill Van Tassel   Almena Township 
 
Members Absent 
 
John Clement   Van Buren Transit 
Jeremiah Cook   Village of Richland  
John Gisler   Kalamazoo County Board of Commissioners  
Michael Grabbe   Village of Lawton  
Keith Gunnett   Village of Schoolcraft 
Joanna Johnson  Road Commission of Kalamazoo County 
Greg Rosine   Western Michigan University 
Thomas L. Swiat, Jr.  Prairie Ronde Township  
Greg Thomas   Pavilion Township 
Vacant    Van Buren County 
 
Others Present 
 



Muhammed Arif, Mara Gericke, Rebekah Kik, Nicolette Leigh, Fred Nagler, Michelle O’Neill, Doug 
Plachcinski, Kathy Schultz, Paul Sotherland, Jon Start, Steve Stepek, Monica Zehner 

CHANGES OR ADDITIONS TO THE AGENDA-NONE 

 

APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA 

MOTION by Teeter, SECOND by Reid1, “to approve the agenda for the December 21, 2016 KATS 
Policy Committee Meeting.” MOTION APPROVED. 

 

CITIZENS’ COMMENTS – NONE 

 

CONSENT AGENDA  

Information on items listed on the consent agenda were included in the meeting materials.  

 ACCEPTANCE OF THE TREASURER’S REPORT 

 ACCEPTANCE OF THE PUBLIC TRANSPORTATION MONTHLY REPORT 

 ACCEPTANCE OF THE REGIONAL PROSPERITY INITIATIVE REPORT 

 ACCEPTANCE OF THE SOUTHCENTRAL MICHIGAN PLANNING COUNCIL REPORT 

 APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES FROM THE NOVEMBER 30, 2016 MEETING  

MOTION by Dykstra, SECOND by Nielsen, “to accept and approve the items on the consent agenda 
as listed.” MOTION APPROVED. 

 

DISCUSSION OF FEDERAL TRANSPORTATION FUNDING AND METROPOLITAN PLANNING 
ORGANIZATIONS – ERIC MULLIN FROM MDOT 

Eric Mullen of the Michigan Department of Transportation presented on Federal Transportation Funding 
and Metropolitan Transportation Planning Organizations. (A copy of the presentation is available at 
www.katsmpo.org.)  

Kinney inquired how the first come first serve basis for federally obligated projects is determined for 
funding. Mullen reported that once the complete biddable package is received from the local agency by 
the Michigan Department of Transportation, the project is obligated.  

Reid2 asked when the current transportation legislation expired. Mullen reported that the Fixing Americas 
Surface Transportation (FAST) Act would expire in 2020.   

Nielsen inquired if state revenues projections were on target for Michigan’s Road Funding Package. 
Mullen noted that state revenues are currently coming in as normal and that the revenue package would 
not be effective until January 2.  Nielsen asked if there would be any changes to Act-51 formula changes.  
Mullen reported that no changes to the Act-51 are anticipated at this time.  Mullen noted that the 21st 
Century Infrastructure Committee has projected an additional 4 billion in funding is needed annually.  This 
is not limited to funding transportation. Mullen explained that the revenue package will be phased-in 
slowly and there are concerns with whether new legislators will support the revenue package. Nielsen 
observed that the gap between funding and need would continue to widen. Mullen concurred noting that 
the 1.2 billion needed through 2021 is the funding level needed for MDOT.  The 1.2 milion in revenue 
MDOT will receive will go through the same formula as Act-51 funding and a portion distributed to locals 
so the gap is anticipated to widen. 

                                                      
1 Claudette Reid, City of Portage 
2 Ron Reid, Kalamazoo Township 



Teeter asked what the acronym TMA stood for.  Mullen noted TMA stands for Transportation 
Management Area which is a Metropolitan Planning Organization with an urbanized area with a 
population over 200,000. KATS is a TMA as of the last census.  Start noted that as a TMA, KATS is now 
subject to a federal certification review to ensure KATS is meeting federal requirements for transportation 
planning.  Prior to being designated as a TMA KATS had the ability to self-certify that it met the federal 
requirements rather than go through the federal review process. As a TMA KATS now receives its own 
allocation of funding for programs such as the Transportation Alternatives Program. 

Nielsen inquired if Michigan is still the GAP donor state? Mullen noted that Moving Ahead for Progress in 
the 21st Century (MAP-21) established that every state receives 95% of the percent of the funds that the 
state contributes to the Highway Trust Fund.  Michigan has achieved this.  

 

PEDESTRIAN, GREENWAY, AND TRANSIT STUDY UPDATE 

Stepek reported that today is the kick-off for public engagement for the Pedestrian, Greenway and Transit 
Study.  KATS received additional planning funds from the Federal Transit Administration to fund the 
project.  The study will focus on how to connect pedestrians and non-motorized users to the transit 
system.   

Stepek reported a new website has been launched at www.katsmoves.org. Members interested in 
viewing the website were invited to stay after the meeting.  The website features an interactive map 
where the public may leave comments and a survey.  The study also has “meeting in a box” meeting 
materials available for public engagement.   

Britigan asked how long the public input period would last.  Stepek reported the public input period would 
be approximately a month and a half.  Heppler inquired if the plan would tie into the trailways. Stepek 
reported that the Kalamazoo River Valley Trail (KRVT) from Galesburg to Battle Creek is starting pre-
planning.  That planning process and the KATS Pedestrian, Greenway and Transit Study will be 
coordinated.  Heppler opined that the connection was a critical connection in the network. 

Sorensen observed that there has also been discussion regarding connecting the KRVT to Grand Rapids. 
Stepek reported that Allegan County received a grant for its’ Interurban Trail.  

Stepek noted that one of the outputs of the study is to identify a process for how projects for non-
motorized connections will be ranked and prioritized so that KATS can better stage the projects and 
improve coordination for available funding between agencies. 

 

ADOPTION OF MEETING CALENDARS FOR 2017  

The proposed 2017 meeting calendars for KATS Policy Committee and Technical Committee were 
included in the meeting materials. 

Motion by REID3, SECOND by Nieuwenhuis, “to approve the 2017 Policy Committee and Technical 
Committee meeting calendars.” MOTION APPROVED. 

 

ELECTION OF 2017 POLICY COMMITTEE OFFICERS  

Reid4 reported that the subcommittee consisting of Teeter, Sorensen and himself met regarding a 
recommendation for 2017 Policy Committee Officers.  The slate recommended by the subcommittee is 
Paul Dykstra as Chair, Ann Nieuwenhuis as Vice-Chair, and Marsha Drouin as Treasurer.  Those 
selected have agreed to the nominations.  

                                                      
3 Ron Reid, Kalamazoo Township 
4 Ron Reid, Kalamazoo Township 



MOTION by Nielsen, SECOND by Reid5, “to appoint the slate of officers to KATS Policy Committee 
as recommended.” MOTION APPROVED. 

 

PUBLIC TRANSPORTATION UPDATES 

Teeter thanked everyone for their assistance in 2016 noting it was a year of transition and change for 
public transportation with the transition of fixed route service from the City of Kalamazoo to the Central 
County Transportation Authority.  Sunday service and late night service were implemented in September 
and Demand Response Sunday service was implemented in February.  The administration is still 
monitoring and evaluating ridership trends.  Ridership on Sunday has been good. Teeter reported that 
Executive Director McBride will continue to explore methods to market the new services.  

Deruyscher inquired-how late routes were running. Teeter reported that some routes are currently 
operating until midnight.  Additionally, some of the busier routes have greater frequencies per hour.  

 

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT 

Start reported that 21st Century Infrastructure Commission has released its report.  A link to the report 
was contained in the Policy Committee Informational Memo. The infrastructure studied included streets, 
bridges, water and sanitary, utilities and broadband.  There are several recommendations such as 
coordination of public utility work with road projects to avoid having to immediately tear up the road to 
make repairs such as for a watermain break.   

Start continued stating that he and Joanna Johnson, Managing Director of the Road Commission of 
Kalamazoo County, are members of the Transportation Asset Management Council (TAMC). TAMC is 
charged with working with Act-51 Agencies to annually collect Pavement and Surface Evaluation Ratings 
(PASER) data on the federal aid system and determine how to best spend available dollars.  TAMC is 
encouraging local agencies to submit Pavement and Surface Evaluation Rating data collected on local 
streets to the TAMC.   

The Notice of Proposed Rulemaking for Metropolitan Planning Organization Coordination and Planning 
Area Reform has been approved.  The rule requires that Metropolitan Planning Organizations with an 
overlapping Metropolitan Planning Area (MPA) to develop a single Metropolitan Transportation Plan, a 
single Transportation Improvement Program, and a jointly established set of performance targets for the 
MPA.  KATS and the Battle Creek Area Transportation Study do have overlapping MPAs and are affected 
by this rule.  The options available to achieve this are to merge, change the MPO boundaries, or created 
joint planning documents. The rule is effective after the next census in 2020 and affected MPOs will have 
2 years to be in compliance with the rule. Start noted that there is time to discuss the matter with the 
Battle Creek Area Transportation.  Additionally, the 2020 census may involve changes to the urbanized 
area so KATS will not know of the full impact until that time. 

On the KATS Policy Committee Agenda for January, there will be an action item to extend voting 
membership to a representative from the Central County Transportation Authority, remove the Kalamazoo 
Transit Authority Board as a member, and amend the KATS Policy Committee Appendix A for these 
changes. Ann Nieuwenhuis has been designated as the representative to serve on KATS Policy 
Committee for the Central County Transportation Authority. Teeter asked if Nieuwenhuis’ appointment as 
KATS Vice-chair was alright procedurally given CCTA membership was not yet approved. Sorensen 
noted that terms for new officers did not begin until January and as such it was alright that members had 
appointed Nieuwenhuis.    

Reid inquired if there was any money to implement the findings of the 21st Century Infrastructure 
Commission Report.  Start reported there was no designated funding at this time. 
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Heppler reporting receiving information pertaining to utilities in the right of way in conjunction with a road 
project.  He indicated concerns that the cost of relocating utilities buried in the right of way was the 
responsibility of the local jurisdiction. Start noted that this was not the case.  

Start shared that the City of Portage was proactive in replacing the water mains as part of the Westnedge 
Avenue project.  

NEW BUSINESS 

Stepek reported that KATS would be hosting its annual KATS 101 Education Sessions for new members. 
More information will be emailed to members. Nieuwenhuis inquired if an advanced session would be 
available. Stepek reported KATS would host an advance session if there was interest. 

Start requested changes to KATS Policy Committee members be emailed to KATS. 

 

CITIZEN COMMENTS-NONE  

 

MEMBER COMMENTS  

Nieuwenhuis observed Michigan has had a significant amount of snowfall so far this year.  She 
recommended extending a thank-you to businesses who shoveled the sidewalks. She also noted that 
local business in her experience have also been open to requests to shovel sidewalks.  Given the number 
of people relying on public transportation, assistance in keeping access to bus stops via sidewalks is 
important. 

Nielsen asked members to remember to submit reviews for the KATS Executive director prior to the 
January Policy Committee Meeting.   

Heppler reported receiving complaints concerning contractor plow trucks plowing snow on or across the 
roadway.  He noted this is illegal.  He asked members to remind their local municipal police department 
regarding the matter. Sorensen noted that townships would need to rely on the county.  Nieuwenhuis 
reported this can be done through their ordinance office. Newton reported this is an issue particularly after 
a thaw. When the temperature drops again, this creates hazardous ice conditions. 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

MOTION by Reid, SECOND by Nielsen, “to adjourn the December 21, 2016 Policy Committee 
meeting.” MOTION APPROVED. 

There being no other business Sorensen adjourned the meeting at 9:59 a.m. 

The next meeting of the KATS Policy Committee will be held on Wednesday, January 25, 2017 at 9:00 
a.m. at Kalamazoo Metro Transit. 


